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ACTS  OF  1989 


CHAPTER  1 
(H.  499) 


AN  ACT  VALIDATING  A  CERTAIN  VOTE  TAKEN  IN  THE  TOWN 
OF  HAMPDEN. 


Chapter  1  validates  the  vote  taken  in  the  town  of 
Hampden  on  May  2,  1988  to  exclude  certain  debt  from 
the  provision  of  Proposition  2-1/2. 

Approved  February  15,  1989 


CHAPTER  34 
(H.  4171) 


AN  ACT  EXTENDING  THE  TIME  LIMIT  FOR  FILING  FOR 
CERTAIN  ABATEMENTS  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  LEXINGTON. 


Chapter  34  authorizes  the  Board  of  Assessors  in  the 
town  of  Lexington  to  receive  abatement  applications 
for  FY '87  on  property  that  was  incorrectly  assessed 
until  December  31,  1989. 

Approved  April  26,  198  9 


CHAPTER  39 
(H.  5486) 


AN  ACT  FURTHER  REGULATING  THE  PAYMENT  OF 
CORPORATION  EXCISE  ESTIMATED  TAXES. 


Prior  to  Chapter  39,  estimated  tax  payments  for 
corporations  were  based  on  the  following  schedule: 


Date 


3/15 


6/15 


9/15 


12/15 


%  of  tax: 


30 


25' 


25 


20% 


Chapter  39  increases  the  first  installment  to  40% 
and  decreases  the  last  installment  to  10%. 

Approved  April  26,  198  9 
EMERGENCY  PREAMBLE  ADOPTED 


CHAPTER  5  4 
(H.  5471) 


AN  ACT  AUTHORIZING  FURTHER  ESTIMATED  TAX 
IN  CERTAIN  CITIES  AND  TOWNS. 


PAYMENTS 


Prior  to  this  act,  cities  and  towns  were  authorized 
to  issue  first  half  notices  of  estimated  real 
estate  taxes.   Chapter  54  authorizes  cities  and 
towns  to  issue  second  half  notices  of  estimated 
taxes  for  FY' 89.   The  estimated  tax  bill  shall 
not  exceed  the  amount  of  the  estimated  tax  bill 
previously  issued. 

Approved  May  4,  1989 


CHAPTER  60     AN  ACT  FURTHER  REGULATING  THE  WHOLESALER'S  MARK-UP 
(H.  5452)      ON  CIGARETTES. 

Currently,  cigarette  wholesalers  charge  retailers 
102%  of  cost.   This  act  allows  wholesalers  to  sell 
to  chain  stores,  who  are  able  to  buy  directly  from 
the  manufacturers,  at  just  .5%  above  cost. 

Chain  store  is  defined  as  a  retailer  with  two  or 
more  stores  or  a  vending  machine  operator  with 
twenty-five  or  more  locations. 

Approved  May  4,  1989 


CHAPTER  131    AN  ACT  AUTHORIZING  THE  TOWN  OF  SUDBURY  TO 
(H.  1492)      REIMBURSE  ESTELLE  VEE  SIMON  MONIES  PAID  AS  REAL 

ESTATE  TAXES  TO  SAID  TOWN. 

This  act  authorizes  the  town  of  Sudbury  to  pay 
Estelle  Vee  Simon  a  property  tax  abatement  of 
$504.72  in  order  to  remedy  an  incorrect  assessment 
in  the  years  1981  through  1987. 

Approved  June  13,  198  9 

CHAPTER  193    AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  THE  DEEDS  EXCISE  TAX. 

(H.  5555) 

This  act  doubles  the  deeds  excise  from  $2.28  per 
$1,000  of  value  to  $4.56  per  $1,000.   This  increase 
applies  to  all  counties  except  Barnstable 
which  was  given  authority  to  double  its  deeds 
excise  in  Chapter  163  of  1988.   This  act  allows 
Barnstable  County  to  increase  its  deed  excise  by 
$1.14  bringing  their  total  excise  to  $5.70  per 
$1,000. 

85%  of  the  new  revenue  goes  directly  to  the 
counties  to  be  used  for  debt  service,  jail  and 
sheriff  departments,  county  operations  and  registry 
of  deeds  modernization. 

15%  of  the  new  revenue  is  retained  by  the  state  and 
is  ear-marked  to  a  new  County  Correction  Fund. 

This  legislation  originated  in  the  Committee  on 
Counties  and  contains  other  provisions  which  are 
not  tax-related. 

APPROVED  JUNE  30,  1989 


CHAPTER  195 
(H.  5894) 


AN  ACT  FURTHER  REGULATING  THE  ASSESSMENT  OF 
MACHINERY  EMPLOYED  IN  THE  TRANSPORTATION  AND 
CARRIAGE  OF  GOODS. 


CHAPTER  20  5 
(H.  2528) 


For  many  years,  aircraft  and  aircraft  engines  have 
been  taxed  as  personal  property  in  Massachusetts  as 
well  as  nationwide.   In  most  states,  taxation  takes 
place  pursuant  to  a  specific,  technical  statutory 
scheme.   The  prior  law  permited  taxation  of  this 
property  as  "machinery  used  in  the  conduct  of 
business"  .   Due  to  the  unique  nature  of  the 
property,  however,  numerous  challenges,  lawsuits 
and  annual  disputes  have  arisen.   Chapter  195 
attempts  to  clarify  the  issues  which  lend  to  these 
disputes . 

For  instance,  Chapter  195  redefines  "situated". 
The  new  definition  is:  "If  machinery  is  regularly 
used  in  a  city  or  town  as  of  January  1,  it  shall  be 
deemed  situated  in  that  city  or  town"  regardless  of 
its  physical  location  on  January  1". 

Futher,  the  revenue  accrued  pursuant  to  the  first 
year  of  this  act  shall  be  considered  new  growth 
under  the  provisions  of  Proposition  2-1/2. 

Approved  June  30,  198  9 


AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  CERTAIN  LIENS  ON  REAL 
FUTURE  INTERESTS. 


ESTATE  AND 


This  Act  reduces  from  25  years  to  10  years  the 
liens  arising  from  Chapter  65  (Taxation  of  Legacies 
and  Successions).   Although  Chapter  65  was  repealed 
in  1976,  liens  from  it  are  still  in  effect. 

Approved  July  5,  1989 


CHAPTER  2  40 
(H.  5601) 


AN  ACT  MAKING  APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR 
NINETEEN  HUNDRED  AND  NINETY  FOR  THE  MAINTENANCE 
OF  DEPARTMENTS,  BOARDS,  COMMISSIONS,  INSTITUTIONS 
AND  CERTAIN  ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH  FOR 
INTEREST,  SINKING  FUND  AND  SERIAL  BOND  REQUIREMENTS 
AND  FOR  CERTAIN  PERMANENT  IMPROVEMENTS. 


This  is  the  FY' 90  budget  and  also  authorizes 
corporations  to  voluntarily  contribute  all  or  part 
of  any  refund,  or  an  add-on  to  taxes  due,  to  the 
Massachusetts  Nongame  Wildlife  Funds. 

Approved  July  13,  1989 


CHAPTER  250    AN  ACT  VALIDATING  THE  ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
(H.  5994)       TOWN  MEETING  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  DENNIS. 

Chapter  250  validates  the  vote  taken  in  the  town  of 
Dennis  on  May  1,  1989  to  exclude  certain  debt  from 
the  provision  of  Proposition  2-1/2. 

Approved  July  19,  1989 

CHAPTER  287    AN  ACT  MAKING  APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR 
(H.  6126)      ENDING  JUNE  THIRTIETH,  NINETEEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY- 
NINE  TO  PROVIDE  FOR  SUPPLEMENTING  CERTAIN  EXISTING 
APPROPRIATIONS  AND  FOR  CERTAIN  OTHER  ACTIVITIES  AND 
PROJECTS. 

This  supplemental  budget  contains  tax  provisions  as 
f ol lows : 

The  tax  on  Part  B  income  is  increased  to  5.375% 
for  TY  1989  and  to  5.75%  for  FY'90.   This  increase 
applies  to  all  Part  B  income  except  Massachusetts 
bank  interest,  pension  and  annuity  income,  rental 
income,  alimony,  unemployment  compensation  and 
IRA/Keogh  distributions.   These  categories  become 
Part  C  income  and  remain  taxed  at  5! 


% 


This  act  also  includes  revisions  to  the  taxation 
of  S  Corporations  as  amended  by  Chapter  202 
of  1988.   It  removes  the  limitations  placed  on 
larger  Massachusetts  S  Corporations:  (a)  if  an 
S  Corporation  has  total  receipts  of  $6m  or  more, 
but  less  than  $9m,  it  is  subject  to  an  additional 
excise,  under  Chapter  63,  of  3%;  and,  (b)  S 
Corporations  having  total  receipts  of  $9m  or  more 
are  subject  to  an  additional  Chapter  63  excise  of 
4.5%.   S  Corporations  with  total  receipts  of  less 
than  $6m  continue  to  be  taxed  (under  Chapter  62)  at 
5% . 

Approved  July  26,  1989 

CHAPTER  308    AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  PROPERTY  TAX  BILLS. 

(H.  307) 

This  Act  eliminates  the  requirement  that  the  tax 
bill  separately  state  the  valuation  of  land  and 
buildings.   It  amends  the  statute  to  require  that 
the  tax  bill  provide  a  description  of  the  land 
and  all  buildings  and  structures  that  comprise  the 
parcel,  but  that  it  need  only  state  the  assessed 
value  of  the  parcel  as  a  whole. 

Approved  July  27,  1989 
EMERGENCY  PREAMBLE  ADOPTED 


8. 

CHAPTER  341    AN  ACT  MAKING  CORRECTIVE  CHANGES  IN  CERTAIN  GENERAL 
(H.5  349)       AND  SPECIAL  LAWS. 

This  is  the  annual  "Clean-up"  act  which  affects 
most  statutes  including  those  relative  to  taxation. 

Approved  August  15,  1989 
EMERGENCY  PREAMBLE  ADOPTED 

CHAPTER  375    AN  ACT  PROVIDING  CERTAIN  INFORMATION  RELATIVE  TO 

(H.  6222)       TAX  FREE  BONDS  OF  GOVERNMENT  UNITS. 

(H.   515) 

Chapter  375  informs  purchasers  of  Massachusetts 
state  and  local  bonds/notes  that  although 
tax-exempt,  interest  income  may  cause  social 
security  payments  to  be  taxable.   This  Act  requires 
that  the  disclosure  be  included  in  the  Official 
Statement  which  serves  as  the  disclosure  document 
for  all  other  material  terms  relating  to  state  and 


municipal  securities. 


Approved  October  3,  1989 


CHAPTER  3  97    AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  CERTAIN 
(H.  3  00)       PROPERTY  TAX  EXEMPTIONS. 

Chapter  397  eliminates  the  requirement  that  boards 
of  assessors  submit  Forms  3ABC  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Revenue  for  all  organizations  receiving  property 
tax  exemptions.   The  information  contained  in  the 
forms  is  not  required  by  the  Commissioner. 

This  act  also  allows  assessors  to  extend  the  filing 
deadline  for  Forms  3ABC  to  a  reasonable  time,  but 
no  later  than  the  deadline  for  filing  an  abatement 
application . 

Approved  October  10,  198  9 

CHAPTER  3  98    AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  OMITTED  AND  REVISED  ASSESSMENTS. 

(H.  304) 

This  act  liberalizes  the  authority  of 
municipalities  to  make  omitted  and  revised  property 
tax  assessments.   Chapter  398  eliminates  the 
requirement  of  prior  approval  by  the  Commissioner 
to  grant  such  approval  of  assessments. 


Approved  October  10,  1989 


CHAPTER  419 
(H.  282) 


9. 


AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  THE  WAGE  REPORTING  SYSTEM. 


Chapter  419  authorizes  the  Commissioner  of  Revenue 
to  require  employers  having  2,500  or  more  employees 
and  having  the  capability  to  file  their  quarterly 
wage  reports  on  machine-readable  magnetic  tape  to 
file  such  reports  on  magnetic  tape. 

Approved  October  17,  1989 


CHAPTER  42  4 
(H.  6  2  25) 


AN  ACT  AUTHORIZING  THE  WAIVER  OR 
INTEREST. 


ABATEMENT  OF 


Chapter  424  authorizes  the  Department  of  Revenue  to 
waive  or  abate  the  penalties  included  in  the  use- 
tax  assessment  levied  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Tri-State  Compact.   The  provisions  apply  only  to 
purchases  made  prior  to  June  1,  1988  and  expire  on 
December  31,  1992. 


CHAPTER  43  2 
(H.  1555) 


Approved  October  17,  198  9 

AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  THE  PENALTY  FOR  TENDERING 
INSUFFICIENT  FUNDS  CHECKS. 


CHAPTER  436 
(S.  1554) 


Prior  to  Chapter  432,  the  penalty  for  bad  checks 
when  paying  taxes,  interest,  etc.  was  an  amount 
equal  to  1%  of  the  amount.  If  less  than  $500,  the 
penalty  was  $25.  Chapter  432  changes  this  to  1%  of 
the  amount  of  the  check,  or  if  the  amount  is  less 
than  $2500  the  penalty  is  $25. 

Approved  October  20,  1989 

AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  TAX  NOTICES. 

This  Act  allows  a  tax  collector  to  send  a  tax 
notice  to  an  owner  who  acquired  a  title  by  a  deed 
which  was  recorded  before  January  1  in  the  year  the 
tax  was  assessed. 

Approved  October  23,  198  9 


10 


CHAPTER  437 
(S.  1838) 


AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  MUNICIPAL  LIEN  CERTIFICATES 


CHAPTER  43  9 
(H.  277) 


Prior  to  this  act  municipal  col 
to  prepare  municipal  lien  certi 
43  7  gives  them  twenty  days.  Th 
clarifies  an  existing  law  to  in 
which  are  evidenced  by  recorded 
discharged  by  an  inadvertent  fa 
on  the  lien  certificate.  The  1 
should  be  restricted  in  its  eff 
those  liens  whose  existence  cou 
ascertained . 

Approved 


lectors  had  ten  days 
ficates.   Chapter 
is  act  also 
sure  that  liens 

instruments  not  be 
ilure  to  list  them 
ien  certificate 
ect  to  discharging 
Id  not  otherwise  be 

October  23,  1989 


AN  ACT  FURTHER  REGULATING  THE  DISCLOSURE  OF  TAX 
INFORMATION. 


With  the  increased  powers  for  collecting  delinquent 
taxes  granted  to  the  Commissioner  of  Revenue  in 
1983,  some  concerns  were  raised  as  to  the  use 
of  necessary  tax  return  information  in  sundry 
collection  activities  that  may  not  in  the  technical 
sense  be  "proceedings"  to  collect  a  tax. 

Chapter   439  allows  the  Commissioner's  authority  to 
use  such  information  to  be  extended  to  "proceedings 
and  other  activities"  to  determine  or  collect  a 
tax  . 


CHAPTER  444 
(H.  3322) 


Prior  to  this  act  the  Commissioner  of  Revenue,  upon 
request,  may  disclose  whether  or  not  an  individual 
has  filed  an  individual  tax  return  for  the  current 
or  any  prior  year.  Chapter  439  extends  this 
allowed  disclosure  to  all  taxes  so  that  the  public 
may  discover  whether  or  not  any  taxpayer  has  filed 
a  return  for  any  designated  tax. 

Lastly,  this  act  specifically  sets  forth  the 
confidentiality  of  internal  standards  data  and 
criteria  used  by  the  Dept .  of  Revenue  in  the 
conduct  of  its  audit  and  compliance  activities. 

Approved  October  23,  198  9 

AN  ACT  TO  DEFINE  PLASTIC  COVERED  GREENHOUSES  UNDER 
THE  PROPERTY  TAX  LAW. 


Chapter  444  expands  the  property  tax  exemption  for 
greenhouses  used  for  the  production  of  agriculture, 
horticulture  and  aquaculture  products,  to  those 
which  are  not  stationary. 


Approved  October  23,  1989 


11. 

CHAPTER  448   AN  ACT  EXTENDING  THE  REPORTING  DATE  FOR  THE  FILING 
(H.  6)         OF  CERTAIN  FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS  BY  THE  COMMISSIONER 

OF  REVENUE,  THE  STATE  AUDITOR  AND  THE  STATE 

COMPTROLLER. 

Chapter  448  extends  from  August  15  to  60  days 
after  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  the  Comptroller's 
reporting  date  for  the  annual  financial  statement 
and  the  consolidated  net  surplus  determination. 
Chapter  448  also  extends  DOR ' s  deadline  for 
reporting  the  net  state  tax  revenues  and  allowable 
state  tax  revenues  calculations  from  30  days  after 
the  fiscal  year  ends  to  on  or  before  September 
1st.  This  act  also  extends  the  Auditor's  date  for 
reporting  the  net  state  tax  revenues  and  allowable 
state  tax  revenues  calculations  from  August  15th  to 
on  or  before  the  3rd  Tuesday  in  September. 

Approved  October  27,  1989 
EMERGENCY  PREAMBLE  ADOPTED 

Chapter  469   AN  ACT  FURTHER  REGULATING  CERTAIN  MUNICIPAL  LIEN 
(H.  292)      PROVISIONS. 

Chapter  469  makes  two  changes  to  the  local  option 
statutes  providing  for  liens  for  water,  sewer  and 
electric  light  charges.   The  first  makes  the  lien 
coterminous  with  the  lien  for  the  tax  to  which  the 
charge  is  added.   The  second  change  eliminates  the 
condition  requiring  that  such  charges  must  be  added 
to  a  tax  bill  by  December  31  of  the  year  following 
the  due  date  of  the  charge.   In  revaluation  years, 
it  is  often  not  possible  for  the  taxes  to  be 
committed  by  December  31 . 

Approved  October  31,  1989 

CHAPTER  494   AN  ACT  FURTHER  REGULATING  EXEMPTIONS  FOR  ALTERATIONS 
(H.  301)      OR  IMPROVEMENTS  TO  CERTAIN  RESIDENTIAL  PROPERTY. 

Clause  fiftieth  of  Chapter  59  allows  an  exemption 
for  improvements  to  residential  property  if 
necessary  to  provide  housing  for  an  elderly  person, 
not  the  owner.   By  local  option,  this  act  limits 
the  exemption  to  include  improvements  made  to  an 
owner-occupied  house  up  to  three  units  in  size, 
limits  the  amount  of  the  exemption  to  $500  of  taxes 
due,  and  allows  a  taxpayer  to  qualify  for  only  one 
such  exemption  annually. 

Approved  November  7,  198  9 


12. 


CHAPTER  496 
(H.2538) 


AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  PROPERTY  TAX  APPEALS 


Chapter  496  extends  from  10  days  to  30  days  the  tine 
within  which  a  board  of  assessors  may  elect  to 
transfer  an  appeal  before  the  ATB  from  the  informal 
procedure  to  the  formal  procedure. 

Approved  November  7,  1989 

CHAPTER  585   AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  THE  TAXATION  OF  CERTAIN 
(H.  3324)     CONSERVATION  LAND. 

Prior  to  this  act,  taxes  on  real  estate  were 
assessed  in  the  town  where  it  lies,  to  the  person 
who  is  the  owner  on  January  1  and  appearing  on 
record . 

The  assessment  of  taxes  on  commonland,  the 
beneficial  interest  which  is  owned  by  owners  of 
lots  or  residential  units  within  the  plot,  may  be 
included  as  an  additional  assessment  to  each  lot 
owner . 

Chapter  585  allows  the  property  tax  assessment  on 
certain  commonland  held  by  trustees  to  pass  through 
the  owners. 


CHAPTER  634 
(H.  303) 


EMERGENCY  PREAMBLE  ADOPTED 
Approved  December  8,  1989 

AN  ACT  AUTHORIZING  CERTAIN  CONTINGENT  VOTES  IN 
TOWNS . 


This  provision  to  Proposition  2-1/2  permits 
an  appropriation  to  be  made  at  a  town  meeting, 
contingent  upon  the  subsequent  approval  of  the 
ballot  question.   The  restrictions  are  designed  to 

(a)  insure  that  a  contingent  appropriation  can  be 
identified  with  a  particular  referendum  question. 

(b)  no  liabilities  may  be  incurred  on  account  of  the 
appropriation  until  the  referendum  has  passed.    (c) 
the  appropriation  and  the  approval  of  the  referendum 
question  are  reasonably  contemporaneous;   (d)  the 
status  of  regional  school  district  budgets  will  not 
be  left  in  uncertainty  pending  the  results  of  town 
referendum  questions;  and,  (e)  the  tax  rate  is  not 
set  until  contingencies  related  to  the  tax  levy  have 
been  resolved. 


Approved  December  29,  1989 


13. 


CHAPTER  651 
(H.  6253) 


CHAPTER  656 
(H.  6497) 


AN  ACT  AUTHORIZING  THE  TOWN  OF  BOXBOROUGH  TO  GRANT  A 
CERTAIN  TAX  EXEMPTION. 

Chapter  651  authorizes  the  town  of  Boxborough  to 
grant  a  property  tax  exemption  for  a  certain  parcel 
of  land  and  a  building  situated  on  said  parcel . 

The  exemption  contains  the  following  conditions: 
1)  the  property  continue  ownership  by  George  and 
Barbara  Robinson  or  their  heirs.   2)  The  property 
and  building  be  maintained  and  preserved  as  a 
schoolhouse  and  continue  its  accessibility  to  the 
town's  citizens,  at  no  cost,  for  educational  and 
historic  purposes. 
(Home  Rule  Petition) 

Approved  January  3,  1990 

AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  REORGANIZATION  OF  THE  FINANCIAL 
MANAGEMENT  STRUCTURE  OF  THE  CITY  OF  SPRINGFIELD. 


CHAPTER  68  3 
(H.  6508) 


CHAPTER  685 
(H.  2140) 


Authorizes  the  City  of  Springfield  to  have  an 
out-of -balance  budget  for  five  successive  years. 
Due  to  $8.4M  in  extraordinary  police  training  and 
health  insurance  costs  borne  in  FY' 89,  the  city  has 
permission  to  capitalize  these  costs  (Amortization 
Amount)  for  five  fiscal  years.   The  method 
is  similar  to  the  business  practice  of  spend/ 
capitalize/depreciate.   The  Amortization  Amount 
which  is  within  the  provisions  of  Proposition  2-1/2 
is  as  follows: 

FY' 90  not  greater  than  80% 
FY' 91  not  greater  than  60% 
FY '92  not  greater  than  40% 
FY' 93  not  greater  than  20% 

Approved  January  8,  1990 

AN  ACT  AUTHORIZING  THE  CITY  OF  QUINCY  TO  REIMBURSE 
BESSIE  KIMMETT  CERTAIN  MONIES  PAID  AS  REAL  ESTATE 
TAXES  TO  SAID  CITY. 

Authorizes  the  city  of  Quincy  to  reimburse  Bessie 
Kimmett  $175.00  for  real  estate  taxes  paid  in  error 
for  FY'87. 

APPROVED  January  9,  1990 

AUTHORIZES  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  BEDFORD  TO  ISSUE  FIRST 
AND  SECOND  HALF  NOTICES  OF  ESTIMATED  TAXES  FOR  FY' 89 
AND  FY '90. 

Authorizes  the  City  of  New  Bedford  to  issue  first 
and  second  half  notices  of  estimated  taxes  for  FY' 89 
and  FY'90. 

Approved  January  10,  1990 


14. 

CHAPTER  718   AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  ASSESSMENT  ADMINISTRATION. 

(H.  6267) 

Prior  to  Chapter  718,  the  statute  required  county 
registrars  to  collect  from  persons  recording  deeds 
certain  information  as  required  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Revenue. 

Chapter  718  allows  the  registrars  to  collect  only 
that  information  required  by  the  board  of  assessors 
in  the  city  or  town  where  the  real  property  lies. 

This  Chapter  also  maintains  that  once  a  property 
is  triennially  certified  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Revenue,  a  city  or  town  may  classify  in  the  year  of 
classification  and  remain  in  such  classification  for 
the  2  years  following. 

Approved  January  13,  1990 
EMERGENCY  PREAMBLE  ADOPTED 

CHAPTER  729   AN  ACT  FURTHER  REGULATING  THE  FEES  OF  COLLECTORS  OF 
(H.6267)      TAXES. 

For  purposes  of  collecting  local  taxes,  Chapter  729 
authorizes  town  collectors  to  enter  into  agreements 
with  private  persons,  associations,  companies  etc. 
doing  business  in  the  Commonwealth  in  order  to 
provide  collection  services  for  unpaid  municipal 
taxes,  excluding  property  taxes. 

If  a  town  collector  utilizes  these  services,  no 
agreement  shall  be  made  unless  they  are  publicly 
published.   The  collector  may  reject  all  bids  but 
if  accepted  must  accept  the  lowest  bid  unless  the 
collector  specifies  the  reasons  in  writing. 

Chapter  729  also  raises  various  collector's  fees: 

Issuance  and  delivery  of  warrants  -  $2  to  $5. 

Notice  by  mail  to  the  delinquent  that  warrant  has 
been  delinquent  -  $7  to  $9. 

Exhibiting  a  warrant  to  collect  or  deliver  a  copy  to 
delinquent  -  $12  to  $14. 

Approved  January  13,  1990 
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